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BOLTS:  “Building Outstanding Leaders for Tomorrow’s Society 

F ROM THE SUPERINTENDENT:   On January 12, the Local and Unified Board meetings were held in Bruning, the boards 
elected officers and selected members of the Unified Board. There were changes to the local board officers and membership to 

the Unified board:  
 
      
      
      
   
      
       

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Please thank these dedicated community members who make decisions each month in the best interests of our students and 
district. 

Bruning-Davenport USD has much to offer students. The District offers a strong academic program that includes access to dual-
credit courses from the University of Nebraska, Southeast Community College, and Peru State College. This has been utilized by a 
number of students to earn college credits at a reduced cost with the possibility of entering college as a second semester freshman. In 
addition, we are a member of a career academy, called SENCAP, in partnership with Southeast Community College, offering dual 
credit courses at no cost to the student in areas of education, health services, technology, criminal justice and agriculture.  

Bruning-Davenport USD has an experienced staff and offers a wide selection of courses to meet the needs of our students. We con-
tinue to look for ways to expand our curriculum to build on their educational experience.  One item offered before they graduate, our 
seniors complete the EverFi program. This program has nine modules: savings and budgeting, understanding a credit score and its 
implications, understanding credit cards and managing debt, how a bank works and Federal Reserve overview, taxes and insurance, 
renting vs. owning, managing loans to finance higher education, investing overview:  an in depth review of trading and how the 
stock exchange works, and consumer fraud and protection. We believe this is an essential part of preparing our students for life be-
yond high school.  Starting in the fall of 2022, students will be required to take a Personal Finance class. 

In addition to our academic program, Bruning-Davenport USD has a sound extracurricular program that includes music, play pro-
duction, speech, FCCLA, FFA, football, volleyball, basketball, track and most recently golf. Each of these programs has a history of 
excellence and devotion to enhancing a student’s experience at Bruning-Davenport USD. 

Bruning-Davenport USD is an excellent district that has a dedicated staff and offers much to students. We invite you to review our 
website at http://www.bruningdavenport.org, our Facebook page at http://tinyurl.com/am57lvj, and the State of the Schools website 
at http://www.education.ne.gov.  An annual report is provided in this month's newsletter. 
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F ROM THE PRINCIPAL:  The other day I caught myself giving a lengthy and stern “talk” about the importance of kids doing 
their chores and respecting their parents. Unfortunately, the “talk” was not to a group of adults. Instead, it was to my seven-year-

old son in response to his eye-rolling and huffing about having to clean up his legos that were spread all over the living room floor. 
  
I used to be a parenting expert. That is…until I had kids.  
  
Parenting is so tough because we love our children; we are ingrained by nature to come to their defense. We innately want to help 
them. Highly effective teachers also love their students, they struggle with the same temptations. We want the best for them. We 
worry that they’ll become irresponsible. We sometimes feel panicked because they don’t seem to be retaining and sustaining the 
skills the way we hoped. 
 
Lots of intense feelings can muddy our minds and leave us forgetting that we can’t talk tykes…or teens…into being respectful, re-
sponsible, and self-controlled. In fact, the more extensive our vocabularies become, the less effective we become. 
 

The more words we use when things are going poorly, the less effective we become. 
  

Many excellent and loving parents and educators are faltering. Not because they lack skills. No. It’s because they talk too much 
while they’re using their good skills. 
  
Next time you run into an issue with a child, run an experiment: see what happens if you simply use fewer words, and listen more, 
when things are going poorly. The odds are high that you’ll be glad you did.   
Mr. Damen Kugel, Principal 

P BIS:  These students are the Decem-
ber PBiS drawing winners!  They were 

caught following our school expectations 
during the month of December.  Our school 
expectations are be safe, be responsible, and 
be respectful. Winners: Macin Kowalski, Bri-
ar Miller, Jace Schlictman, Barrett Mussman, 
Jackson Philippi, Shelby Miller, Averi 
Alpaugh, Sam Shaner, Coralei Anderson, Iyla 
Miller, Oliver Anderson, Beau Briggs, Burke Strong, and Aeryn Peterson.  Prizes this 
month were sponsored by: Citizens State Bank, Cornerstone Bank, Victory Too, Side-
lines, and Glenwood. 

F CCLA:  Bruning-Davenport High School FCCLA hosted a blood drive at the Bruning 
Opera House on Tuesday, December 14, 2021. We exceeded our goal of 35 - 40 units of 

blood donated and ended with 48 units of blood donated. Every unit of blood donated goes 
towards a scholarship for one of our local seniors. As always, thank you very much for all your 
help and support, and a special thank you to the Bruning Opera House for allowing us to use 
their facility. See you on Thursday, February 10, 2022! 

M IDDLE SCHOOL:  On January 13, 2022, Bruning-Davenport Junior High (7th 
& 8th grade) students took an industry tour of Thayer County Health Services in 

Hebron. Students were able to see different opportunities offered in a hospital setting. 
Students toured different parts of the hospital, including pharmacy, speciality clinic, 

registration and food services. They heard from hospital staff themselves about their 
career, career journey and answered questions. Professions students heard from License 

Practical Nurse, Registered Nurse, Certified Medical Assistant, Radiologist Technolo-
gist, Physical Therapy, Human Resources, Executives, Medical Lab Scientists, and 
more. 

Students enjoyed seeing and learning about what careers Thayer County Health Ser-
vices could offer locally, as students are starting to plan and prepare for college and 

career readiness. Thank you Thayer County Health Services for allowing Bruning-Davenport students the opportunity to tour your 
facility. 

L IBRARY:  What's Happening @ Your Library:  During these chilly winter months (and especially on snow days!), I love to 
warm up my kitchen by baking. For some odd reason, it's consistently 5+ degrees colder in the kitchen area than anywhere else 

on the main floor. I love to warm up my kitchen by baking. While my item is in the oven, my next favorite thing to do is curl up with 
a good book. Right now, I am reading Fighting Words by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley. It's on the Nebraska Golden Sower Award 
nominee list beginning next school year. I encourage all of you to curl up with a good book before spring is here! If you're looking 
for a good read, look for "library" under the "students" tab and check out our student-made book trailers that are made annually by 
our 6th graders as part of computer class. 
 



FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
     Grade               Name                         Date                                                                                     Grade             Name                         Date 

5 Julian Pena Lopez 2 

6 Blake Miller 5 

1 Dawson Kugel 5 

 Michelle Sybrant 6 

6 Traevon Houser 7 

PreK Beau Briggs 9 

K Leah Kennel 11 

3 Carter Alonzo 12 

8 JennaLynn Halverstadt 12 

 Shawna Garland 14 

7 Brodrick Dunn 17 

1 Izelee Ernst 18 

2 Teri Jo Hicks 18 

3 Kaleb Follmer 26 

4 Eli Galaway 26 

7 LeTrell Houser 27 

3 Rustin Ozenbaugh 27 

2 Greysen Strong 27 

 
BRUNING-DAVENPORT UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2021-2022 
HONOR ROLL 

 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 

2nd Quarter Honor Roll 

5th Grade: Aliviah Barney*, Kyler Koch*, Mikey Pena Lopez, Brayden Philippi, Rylan Trapp 

6th Grade: Wyatt Durflinger, Emma Hoins*, Blake Miller*, Anthony Nutsch, Eva Oltmans,  

Adain Schoenhals 

7th Grade:  Kennedy Barney*, LeTrell Houser, Cynthia Ozenbaugh* 

8th Grade:  Braiden Durflinger, Lauryn Koch 
1st Semester Honor Roll 

5th Grade: Aliviah Barney*, Kyler Koch*, Mikey Pena Lopez, Brayden Philippi*, Rylan Trapp 

6th Grade: Colt Crockett, Emma Hoins*, Blake Miller*, Eva Oltmans* 

7th Grade: Kennedy Barney*, LeTrell Houser, Cynthia Ozenbaugh* 

8th Grade: Braiden Durflinger, Lauryn Koch, Zechariah Szydlo, Tobby Voss 

 
HIGH SCHOOL 

2nd Quarter Honor Roll   

9th Grade:  Campbell Bohling, Kinzley Bohling, Addison Brase, Peyton Domeier*, Alexis Enghauser, Maia Oltmans*, Karolyn 
Ozenbaugh*, Catelin Schaffer* Elijah Weber* 

10th Grade:  Tanner Bolte*, Landon Gardner*, Gatlin Hinrichs, Alexa Houser, Jaron Norder 

Wyatt Ozenbaugh* 

11th Grade:  Malory Dickson, Derek Domeier, Samantha Enghauser, Hallie Hoins, JessaLynn Hudson, Paige Oltmans*, Breya 
Trapp, Easton Weber*, Kaylee Wilkins 
12th Grade:  Claire Galaway*, Anthony Schweer 

 
1st Semester Honor Roll   

9th Grade:  Campbell Bohling, Kinzley Bohling, Addison Brase, Kesston Dickson, Peyton Domeier* 

Alexis Enghauser, Alexis Hergott, Maia Oltmans*, Karolyn Ozenbaugh*, Catelin Schaffer* 

Elijah Weber* 

10th Grade:  Tanner Bolte*, Landon Gardner, Gatlin Hinrichs, Alexa Houser, Jaron Norder 

Wyatt Ozenbaugh* 
11th Grade:  Malory Dickson, Derek Domeier, Samantha Enghauser, Hallie Hoins, JessaLynn Hudson 

Paige Oltmans*, Ethan Schaffer, Breya Trapp, Easton Weber*, Kaylee Wilkins 

12th Grade:  Claire Galaway, Anthony Schweer 

 
Students that secure an A- or above in all their subjects will make the A Honor Roll.  Students that secure a B- or above in all their 
subjects will make the B Honor Roll.  Names with an asterisk are on the A Honor Roll. 

P ROM SUPPLIES:  The junior class is in search of plain cylinder vases for prom table decorations. If 

you have any we could borrow we would appreciate it. You can bring them to the Bruning office and 

with name labels if you would like them back. Below is a picture of what we are looking for.  



C OUNSELOR’S SCORNER:  SENIORS... FAFSA: Are you kitten me?! You haven't filed your FAFSA yet? Don't miss out on 
money for college. Go to studentaid.gov, create an account (a parent needs an account too), and then get started... right MEOW! 

Need help? See EducationQuest FAFSA Tools or contact them. They are purrrfectly able to help you through the process.  
 
SCHOLARSHIPS: It's time ... to apply for scholarships! EducationQuest ScholarshipQuest tool will get you started. First, create a 
profile, which you all did in the Fall. Then you will be matched with Nebraska - Based Scholarships that fit your criteria. You can 
also find links to national sites that we recommend. Don't forget to also check Bruning-Davenport 's Scholarship Google Doc under 
the Counselor's Tab on the school website and also shared it with you in a Google Drive folder. For more scholarship tips check out 
EducationQuest.org. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP: SUSAN T. BUFFETT FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP: The deadline is February 1. This scholarship is one 
of the best scholarships Nebraska has to offer. You do need to complete your FAFSA for this. For more information, please vis-
it https://buffettscholarships.org/eligibility-selection.  
 
STUDENT AID REPORT (SAR): Accessing the SAR provides students with a summary of their financial aid eligibility. It is an 
important requirement for some scholarship applications. It can be difficult to find on the Federal Student Aid website, so Education-
Quest has provided the instructions below. 

Go to studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa and login 
Select - I am a student and want to access the FAFSA form. Select - Login to continue - Enter Student's username and pass-

word and click continue. 
You should see that the FAFSA is processed. Select View the Student Aid Report. Note: If a student made corrections to their 

initial FAFSA, they will need to check correction history and select the most recent SAR. 
Near the top right side of the page, select Print SAR. Print the SAR, or select Print and Save as PDF in your list of printer 

options 
This information is important, especially for those who are eligible to apply for the Buffett Scholarship. 
 
VIRTUAL COLLEGE - PREP EVENTS: Register for winter/spring webinars at eqf.org/webinar. Register for the virtual college 
fair at eqf.org/collegefair, and registration opens on February 22. 

How to Pay for College 
February 9 @ 7 pm; February 11 @ 10 am; February 16 @ 6:30 pm 
Virtual College Fair 
March 1 @ 9 am - 1 pm 
How to Start Planning for College 
March 2 @ 7 pm; March 4 @ 10 am; March 23 @ 6:30 pm 
How to Select a College 
April 6 @ 7 pm; April 8 @ 10 am; April 20 @ 7 pm 
 
EDUCATIONQUEST: offices close to the public due to COVID - 19 surge. They are always available to help you virtually with 
financial aid and college planning. Contact the nearest location to set up a virtual appointment. Omaha: 888-357-6300; Lincoln: 800-
303-3745; Kearney: 800-666-3721 
You can also find free tools at educationquest.org FAFSA Completion, College Selection, and Finding Ways to Pay for College. 
 
SENIOR CHECKLIST:  If you haven't already, submit college applications and the FAFSA 

Apply for SCHOLARSHIPS! 
Update your ACTIVITIES RESUMES 
Ask for Letters of Recommendation in a timely manner 
Follow EducationQuest on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram for a chance to win a $500 Scholarship 

 
JUNIOR CHECKLIST:Sign up to take the ACT 

Study and use On To College: John Baylor before the Nebraska April ACT at school 
Keep updating your ACTIVITIES RESUME. Create an ACTIVITIES RESUME if you have not done so 
Schedule a COLLEGE VISIT or speak to the college reps who visit our school 
Continue to research colleges (profiles are on the EducationQuest website) and career pathways that interest you (resources 

are under the Counselor's Tab and Career Education on Bruning-Davenport's Website) 
If you have not done one, consider job shadowing for a day or two 
Review your classes and grades to assure you are on track for many different opportunities at Bruning-Davenport 

 
Sophomores & Freshman...Should look at Exploring College Publication from EducationQuest Website or Miss Hoffman has cop-
ies. It contains great information to help students focus on their future college journey and different activities and a presentation. 
 
SOPHOMORE CHECKLIST:  Study for the PreACT in the Spring 

Create an ACTIVITIES RESUME if you haven't done so already 
Review your classes and grades to assure you are on track for many different opportunities at Bruning-Davenport 
Get involved in your community and extra-curricular activities 
Start taking interest inventories liked to the school website (under the Counselor's Tab and Career Education on Bruning-

Davenport's Website) 
Start exploring different careers and colleges by your interests 
Improve your STUDY SKILLS to help you earn better grades by using your planner or a planner app to track your assign-

ments and exams. Take notes in class and while reading. Take On To College: John Baylor's course Study Skills & Test 

http://studentaid.gov/
https://buffettscholarships.org/eligibility-selection
http://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
http://eqf.org/webinar
http://eqf.org/collegefair
http://educationquest.org/


JUNIOR HIGH (6-8 GRADE) CHECKLIST: 
Take an interest inventory from mynextmove.org; print those results and discuss them with Miss Hoffman 

Virtual Campus Visits explore 2 - and 4-year colleges (educationquest.org/middleschool and bruningdavenport.org have great re-
sources) 

MISSION: Pay for College uses an "escape room" format to explain financial aid basics 
EducationQuest Blogs are very resourceful for teachers, staff, and parents on a variety of different topics. One that stood out this 
month was Help Your Child Make Responsible Decisions. I would encourage everyone to check these out. :) 

2nd - 4th Grade Elementary Guidance students have been learning about Gratefulness. The I WILL's... are 1. Appreciate the peo-
ple in my life. 2. Say "please" and "thank you." 3. Enjoy what I have instead of complaining about what I don't have. 4. Take care of 
my belongings. 5. Write thank you notes. Through different activities, songs, 
poems, and stories students learned how to be "GRATEFUL' by listening to 
the Porcupine Story and made a porcupine as a reminder to be grateful, even in 
difficult situations. Students have been learning about Wisdom. Overview: 
Being wise is different than being smart. A smart person knows a lot of facts, 
but a wise person can apply those facts to the situation at hand. The I WILL's... 
are 1. Listen to my parents and teachers. 2. Learn from my mistakes. 3. Choose 
my friends carefully. 4. Consider the consequences. 5. Ask, "What is the right 
thing to do?" Through different activities, songs, poems, and stories students 
learned how to be "WISE" by FILL IT UP ACTIVITY: Every time you make 
a good decision, it is like adding a marble to the jar. The more good decisions 
you make, the "wiser" you become. Each wrong or foolish decision is like tak-
ing a marble out, and slowly the jar becomes empty. CHARACTER CON-
NECTION: using a crossword puzzle to reinforce how good character qualities work together to help you make good decisions. LIS-
TENING to The Great Horned Owl Story and making OWL MOBILES with the I will's to remind us how to be wise.  

F FA DISTRICT LDE:  Congratulations to all our members, you represented us 
so well!!  

Creed Speaking - Peyton Domeier, Purple ribbon Kinzley Bohling - Blue ribbon  
Junior Public Speaking - Jaron Norder - 4th place purple - alternate to state, Tanner 
Bolte - Blue ribbon  
Senior Public Speaking - Derek Domeier - Red ribbon  
Extemporaneous Speaking - Addilyn Crockett - 3rd place purple, alternate to state  
Employment Skills - Easton Weber - Purple Ribbon  
Ag Demonstration - Wyatt Ozzenbaugh, Gatlin Hinrichs, Anthony Schweer - Purple 
Ribbon, 4th place - alternate to state  
Senior Parliamentary Procedure - Addilyn C, Derek D, Zachary H, JessaLynn H, 
Easton W, Hallie H - Red Ribbon 

 

REMINDER:  IF YOU CAN, 

PLEASE DONATE!!   

 

SPONSORED BY THE HS 

FCCLA 

Every unit of blood donated goes 

towards a scholarship for one of 

our local seniors. 

http://mynextmove.org/
http://educationquest.org/middleschool
http://bruningdavenport.org/



















